[Methodology for assessing continuing medical education at the first united French congress of pneumology].
The evaluation of continuing medical education (CME) courses will soon become one of the tools used to assess post-graduate training, particularly in compliance with the recent legislation. In 1997, the organization committee of the French congress of pneumology decided to analyze the different methodologies used to assess the congress CME courses. The analysis was based on a satisfaction questionnaire, a before-after assessment of 4 workshops, and a comparison between participants and non-participants in 3 plenary sessions. Mann-Whitney and Wilcoxon non-parametric tests were used for statistical analysis. Satisfaction scores were high. For the plenary sessions, test results were better for participants than for the non-participant controls and for the workshops, test results were higher after completion. This type of study can only evaluate the level of knowledge acquired and is subject to a selection bias. It cannot analyze the practical impact of the courses nor their effect on patient health. Such assessment methodologies should be used more widely in order to improve future training sessions.